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Ten-Digit Dialing Required Starting May 14 
 Back in 2020, the Virginia State Corporation Commission (SCC) announced that the 
number of “540” area code phone numbers was starting to run low. After considering 
feedback from localities and the public, the SCC decided to create a new area code overlay 
that requires dialing 10 digits for all phone calls. 

 What is an Area Code Overlay?  An area code overlay places two area codes within 
the same region. So the existing 540 area code will continue alongside the new 826. 

 So how does this impact me?  Starting on May 14, you must dial 10 digits for every 
phone call. So if you’re calling B-Connected, you must dial 540-908-4212. Every phone call 
that’s either 540 or 826 will require you to dial 10 digits. 

 So what do I need to do?  It probably makes sense to start dialing all your calls with 
10 digits. If you have numbers programmed into your phone, you should probably make 
sure they include the area code. 

 Wait, why is this happening again?  This is the plan the SCC decided to implement. 
You may recall that our Town Council adopted a resolution in March 2020 endorsing the 
“Blue Ridge Division” for creating a geographical split that would have preserved the 
existing 540 area code for our region. It also would have preserved 7-digit dialing for all of 
us in the Shenandoah Valley. Unfortunately, the SCC didn’t adopt our plan, so we now live 
in a 10-digit dialing world.  

   Sign Up for Voyent Alerts 
 A reminder that the Town of Bridgewater has teamed up with Voyent Alert! to create an alert notification 

system.  Voyent Alert! is a system that allows Town staff to send out important information in a timely manner to 
citizens by text message, e-mail, or recorded message (or all of the above).  We need to be able to send time-
critical information, and you need to see it.     

 You can download and install the Voyent Alert! App on your smartphone through 
the Apple App Store or Google Play to receive Town alerts, or 

 Visit the Bridgewater Buzz and search for “Voyent” to read our article about 
Voyent alerts to receive e-mail, voice, or text-based alerts without an app.   

If you do not have a smartphone or Internet access, we can add you to the Voyent Alert! system.  Just call B-
Connected during working hours to signup for Voyent Alert! updates by cell phone or land line. 

Yard Sale Day - Saturday, June 4 

To have your yard sale address listed in the Daily News-Record and on Bridgewater Buzz News, please call             
B-Connected at (540) 908-4212 or e-mail the yard sale address to yardsaleday@bridgewater.town.  

The last day to submit your address for publication is Tuesday, May 31. 

If you’re calling              
B-Connected, you’ll now 

need to dial 10 digits. 
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Touch a Truck at Gen Park 
 Join us for our “Touch a Truck” event on Saturday, May 
14 from Noon to 2:00 p.m. at Generations Park. The event 
offers children a hands-on 
opportunity to explore working 
trucks of all types and to meet the 
people who build, protect, and 
serve the Bridgewater community.  

 Equipment on display includes 
vehicles from local construction 
companies, fire, rescue, and our 
police department. This is a FREE event.  

Sandy Bottom Mini-Golf Open Friday-Sunday  

  Sandy Bottom Mini-Golf is open with a limited schedule, 
Friday through Sunday, until Memorial Day.  Beginning May 
30, Mini-golf will be open seven days a week. 

 Mini-Golf Hours:  Par-3 Hours:  
 Noon to 10 p.m.   6 a.m. to dark daily 

 Rates (Non-Town residents): $5.00  

 Sandy Bottom Par-3 is open every day. 

 Town residents always play Par-3 and Mini-Golf for free 
with their B-Rec card.  We look forward to seeing you back at 
Sandy Bottom this spring! 

Household Hazardous  
Waste Cleanup Day 

 On Saturday, May 7, the Rockingham 
County Landfill (813 Greendale Road, 
Harrisonburg), will host a Household 
Hazardous Waste Collection Day from 8:00 
a.m. to Noon.  The landfill will be accepting the 
following items (Limit of 5 units per vehicle/
per household): 

 Solvents (mineral or petroleum spirits, 
paint thinner, turpentine, acetone, 
naphtha, methyl alcohol)  

 Automotive fluids 

 Paints (but not latex) 

 Fuels (Gasoline, diesel fuel, chainsaw or 
motorboat fuel, #2 fuel oil, kerosene, 
and heating oil) 

 Other items (transmission oil, syringes & 
needles, herbicides & pesticides, 
commercial grade fertilizer, rechargeable 
batteries, fluorescent lights, and 
antifreeze) 

 Business and farm wastes will not be 
accepted.  Any waste brought to the site other 
than that listed above will not be accepted.  
Waste must be in original container and, due to 
EPA and Virginia regulations, waste can only be 
accepted from households.  No containers over 
5 gallons in size will be accepted. Questions?  
Please contact the Rockingham County Landfill 
directly at (540) 564-3159.   
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Impatience 

 As you might imagine, government can really try 
my patience.  Some state programs are bad; many 
federal government programs are even worse.  But the 
most difficult area of all is our own economic 
development, and a prime example is the land which 
formerly housed Sergio’s and the Supply Room.  We 
bought the land with the hope that Harrisonburg 
Community Health Center would open a pharmacy 
there.  I suppose they still might, but until HCHC can 
arrange funding, the plan is on an indefinite hold.  
Meanwhile, Augusta Health is also evaluating the site 
for a pharmacy and other needed medical facilities.  We 
are hoping to hear from them in a few weeks, but all we 
can be sure of is that their review will take exactly as 
long as it takes.  (Obviously, we’re hoping that Augusta 
Health will want to open a pharmacy here, but it is 
harder for them than for community health centers like 
HCHC.) 

   Believe me, with no commitment in hand from 
either HCHC or Augusta Health, it is tempting to lease 
the property to some mud flap distributor or one of the 
restaurants which call about it regularly.  But this is 
where the Council’s patience comes into play.  The 
Council purchased the property to be the centerpiece 
of a bigger project to create a badly needed crossing 
across Main Street.  I tell people it will be our most 
important intersection in the 22nd century.  Nothing is 
imminent, because we need some more land and we’re 
not pressuring anyone to sell.  Still, though, the project 
is important, and the Council wants the central use to 
be something which affirmatively makes life better.   

 So for now, we wait.  Hopefully Augusta Health or 
HCHC will build a pharmacy or medical facility which 
will last through the 22nd century.  That said, we can’t 
afford to wait until the 22nd century, so it is possible 
that you will see a restaurant on the site someday.  I 
hope, though, that you’ll never see a mud flap 
distributor. 

 

Y:Jay’s Column About Policy 

“The Council wants the central use to be 
something which affirmatively makes life better.” 

Sign up for bridgewater.buzz. 

All the news fit to buzz, 

every day! 

Sandy Bottom Recycle Center 

 Town residents can bring their own pre-sorted 
recyclable materials to the Recycle Center at Sandy 
Bottom Park.  Residents will need to present a proof of 
residency (B-Rec card or driver’s license).  Then, the 
items will need to be placed into the appropriately 
labeled container. A staff member will be on site to 
provide assistance.  

Sandy Bottom Recycle Center Hours of Operation: 

 Wednesday, Thursday, Friday:  

 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 Saturday:    

 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

Materials accepted in marked bins: 

 #1, #2, and #5 plastics 
 Glass 
 Aluminum beverage cans 
 Plastic bags and printer cartridges 
 Computer hard drives, SSD’s, flash drives, 

phones, and chipped credit cards (HIPAA 
compliant destruction) 

 Steel and bi-metal cans 
 Office paper (shredded or white)  
 Cardboard, newspaper, and magazines 
 Paper shredding 

For any questions about the Recycle Center or 
information about obtaining a B-Rec card, please call  
B-Connected at (540) 908-4212. 

Tuesday,  
June 7 

Arey Assembly Hall  

When you sign up, join the group, 

“Bridgewater Gives.” Sign Up Here: 
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Municipal Calendar & Events 

May 10 ..................... Town Council Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

May 30 ................ Memorial Day (Town Offices Closed) 

 

Bridgewater Current 

 Look here each month for updates on some 
of our construction projects. For a full 
description of any of these projects, follow this 
QR code:   

Local 
Postal Customer 

Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff.  For information, please call B-Connected at (540) 908-4212. 

Project Status 

DORM Construction of turning lane 
underway. 

Gen Oak Connector Currently working on acquiring 
easements. 

Riverwalk Phase II Town staff and engineer  
working on bid documents. 

Barbee St. Water Line Construction set to begin week 
of January 10.   

Main Street 
Pedestrian Project 

Out to bid; bids due May 16. 

Southwestern Water 
Trunk 

Town Engineer planning the 
path of the water line.   

SWaT Meter 
Replacement 

Work underway; 1,961 meters  
are now “radio-read” meters. 

Status Updates 

Gen Oak Connector Work continues on easement 
acquisition. 

Barbee St. Water Line Project completed! 

Southwestern Water 
Trunk 

Town Engineer planning the 
path of the water line. 

 
 
 
 

$5 for all movies 

www.sipecenter.com 

Come to Gen Park every Monday at 5:15 p.m.                     
in May for Pop Pilates! 


